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Dispatch date 



Reference Number NAB 1003 149 



Dispatch Number 294367 
August 26, 2003 



Notification of Reasonfe) for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 
Drafting Date 
Examiner of JPO 
Representative / Applicant 
Applied Provision 



Patent Application No.2001-017016 
August 14, 2003 

Yasushi Kashiwazaki 3106 2K00 



Patent Law Section 29(2) 



Mr. Hiroshi Torii 



This application should be refused for the reason mentioned below. If the applicant has any 
argument against the reason, such argument should be submitted within 60days from the date 
on which this notification was dispatched. 

Reason 

The invention(s) in the claim(s) listed below of the subject application should not be granted 
a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2) since it could have easily been made 
by persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to which the invention(s) 
pertains, on the basis of the invention(s) described in the publication(s) listed below which was 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the subject application. 



■Claim 1-13 
Cited reference 1: 05-085783, A 

[In a laminated structure having a solar cell, an alkali barrier comprising SiCb, AI2O3 or the 
like is provided in contact with a glass plate on a surface side. Especially, refer to Fig.2 with the 
description thereof, and paragraph [0033].] 

Cited reference 2: 09-210472, A 
[A solar cell module comprising a photovoltaic element sealed between a surface covering 
material made of glass and a PET film which covers the rear surface, and EVA resin and a 
protective film provided between the element and the glass is disclosed. Particularly, refer to 
Table 3 with the description thereof. 

Another structure in which a photovoltaic element is sealed between a reinforcement material 
made of glass or the like and a surface covering film, and EVA resin and a PET film is provided 
between the element and the reinforcement material is also disclosed. Especially, refer to Fig.3 
with the description thereof.] 



Note 
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In addition, the structure in which a plurality of solar cell elements are sealed between a 
surface side glass and a rear surface member by sealing resin is conventionally known. For 
example, 09-055524, A (Fig.4 and the description thereof) and 57-143872, A. In such a 
structure, though not particularly described, it should be recognized that the sealing resin also 
prevents sodium from diffusing. 

Also, surface treatment of glass, the use of low alkaline glass, the water vapor transmission 
rate of the transparent resin film, the surface layer of the transparent resin film are merely 
design variations which one of ordinary in the art can arbitrarily choose. For example, refer to 
59-094882, A (as for surface treatment of glass by chemical strengthening method), 04-133357, 
A (as for a non-alkali glass used as a substrate of a solar cell), 06-06 1518, A (as for water vapor 
transmission rate) and 10-308521, A (as for a lamination of a transparent resin film and an 
oxide thin film, and as for water vapor transmission rate). 



Record of the result of prior art search 

• Technical field(s) to be searched Int. Cl(7) H01L 31/04 - 31/078 

• Prior art document(s) 

JP, 10-233521, A 
JP, 08-222750, A 
JP, 01-295467, A 
JP, 2001-060709, A 
The record is not a component(s) of the reason(s) for refusal. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or request for an interview should be directed 

to: 

Mariko Katou, optical device, First Patent Examination Department 
TEL. 03-3581-1 101 extention 3253 



